National Portrait Gallery under pressure to revoke BP sponsorship deal

21 June 2010

For immediate release

In the wake of BP’s Gulf of Mexico disaster, protests are planned for tonight’s BP Portrait Award ceremony at the National Portrait Gallery.

Campaigners claim that the National Portrait Gallery’s sponsorship deal with BP helps the oil giant to ‘greenwash’ its tattered public image, and want the gallery to terminate BP’s contract. 

The protestors will form a mock clean-up crew called the ‘Greenwash Guerrillas’ to warn attendees of the presence of greenwash inside the building, and will be on hand to detect and contain any possible leaks.

Stacy Robertson, from Rising Tide [1], said: “BP is trying to buy our approval by sponsoring respectable institutions like the National Portrait Gallery, in hopes that we’ll forget about the gusher in the Gulf, the 300 000 lives already lost each year due to climate change, and the fact that the company is poised to enter the Canadian tar sands. But we’re here to reveal the sponsorship deal for the toxic greenwash that it is, and tell the National Portrait Gallery that it’s high time to kick BP and Big Oil out of our galleries.”  

BP sponsors many of the leading cultural institutions in London, and is ironically both Oil and Gas and Sustainability partner for the London 2012 Olympics [2].

The protest follows similar recent actions at the Tate Modern, and forms part of a growing campaign to end oil industry sponsorship of the arts [3].

Isabeau Doucet, an artist who submitted a painting for the BP Portrait Award, said: “Every pound that the National Portrait Gallery accepts from BP is tainted - with the oil washing up on the Gulf coast, and with countless other environmental and human rights abuses around the world. Big Oil is rapidly becoming the new tobacco industry – a poisoned chalice that no one can afford to be associated with.”

In response to changing public opinion, cultural institutions stopped accepting funding from the tobacco industry in the 1990s. Imperial Tobacco was dropped as sponsor of the Portrait Award in 1992. 

Photo opportunities will be available at 6.30 PM at the National Portrait Gallery, St Martin's Place, London WC2H 0HE.
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For information, interviews and photos call 07858 177 178 or email info@risingtide.org.uk
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Notes for Editors

1. Rising Tide is an international grassroots network of activists taking creative direct action against the root causes of climate change and for climate justice.

2. BP currently has relationships with the National Portrait Gallery, the Science Museum, the British Museum, the Natural History Museum, the Royal Opera House, Tate Britain, the National Theatre, the National Maritime Museum and the Almeida Theatre.

3. See:

Art Not Oil: www.artnotoil.org.uk
Liberate Tate: http://twitter.com/liberatetate / http://vimeo.com/12664991  

